The David Dunlap Observatory & Park,

Richmond Hill
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Sample Letter

To:  Hon. Jim Prentice, Minister of the Environment and of Parks Canada, Les Terrasses de la Chaudière
10 Wellington Street, 28th Floor, Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0H3 or Tel.: 819-997-1441, Fax: 819-953-0279
Email: Minister@ec.gc.ca 

Premier Dalton McGuinty, Queens Park, Toronto, Ont. M7A 1A1  Email dalton.mcguinty@premier.gov.on.ca. 

Re: The David Dunlap Observatory and Park, Richmond Hill,  Ontario

Dear ……

Please help protect the David Dunlap Observatory (DDO) Park as a cultural and natural heritage site -189 acres in an urban section of Richmond Hill, just north of Toronto. I am concerned that the Canadian public may lose the historic farm and observatory, and their forested surroundings to development.

The David Dunlap Observatory’s cultural significance stems from the Marsh family’s 1802 purchase of property on this site. In 1930, Jessie Dunlap purchased the parklands for a University of Toronto research facility and for the public’s enjoyment. After the observatory opened in 1935, it housed the discoveries of Dr. Helen Sawyer Hogg (cluster stars) and Dr. Thomas Bolton (black holes) among other astronomical activities. The observatory’s telescope, still the largest in Canada, continues to have a useful place in science research, public education and for public visitations.

The Town of Richmond Hill’s policies support the natural heritage of the Park with a “Dark Skies” bylaw controlling light pollution in the surrounding areas and with a plan to increase overall town forest cover by 3%. The Dunlap Park forest and fields house diverse animals and plants, and many more trees can still be added. The undeveloped land filters rainwater and snow-melt that percolate through to Lake Ontario. Oxygen release, carbon dioxide uptake and carbon sink generated by this vibrant ecosystem are important enhancements to the health of Greater Toronto residents. Families enjoy the park for hiking and viewing the night skies.

I am requesting you to take action now, along with your counterparts in other levels of government, to designate the David Dunlap Observatory and Park so that future generations can continue to enjoy this landmark and create an economic engine that is needed for York Region.

Sincerely,

Your name and address

