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February 8.2008

Mayor Dave Barrcrr+' & Nlembers of Richmorrd Hil l  
' l 'orvn 

Council
225 East Bear. 'er Creek Road
Richmond Hil l .  Ontario
T,4B 3P4

Your Worship & C'ouncil lors of the Town of Richmond }{ i l l .

Re: David I)unlap Obscn'atory (123 Hil lsview l)r ive)

Thc Ontario Heritage Trust is an agency of the Ontario Ministry of Culture and has been the province's
lead heritagc agency since itscreationin 1967. UnderPart I I  of the Onlario Herituge,4ctthe Trust is
mandated ttr suppon. elrcourage and fauilitate the cronscrv'ation, protcction and presen'ation of the
heritage of Ontario v"hich includes property of historical, architectural, archaeological, scientif ic.
recrcational. aesthetic, nalr,rral and scenic interest

It has c{rme to the Trust 's attention that the lJniversity'cl 'Toronto intends to disposc of the David
I)unlap C)bser-r,'alory'and Park rn Richmond Hill and that the Torvn is in the process of defining its
cultural heritagc intercst in the propert) through designation undcr the (]nlurio lTeritage lcl" This is an
excellent f irst step in presening itnd prr-rtecting the phy'sical labric. corttcxt and character of i i r is
rernarkable propert)'- a place that is unique in the provincc of Ontario, if not in all of Canati::.

Staff of t)re Trust have r,'isited the site and rn,iewed ar.ailablc information. Thel havc adl'ised me that
thc propefi) '  posscsses an exce.ptional range of heritage values and heritagc signif icarrce including
architecturai, historical- scicnti f ic, lantlscapc, natural at-rd rccreational

' l 'he 
Darid Dunlap Observarory is directly associated rr i th Canada's intemational accomplisirnrents rn

the ticld of astronomi'. 
'fhe 

propert",'cr:rrtains a number of architectural!y signif-rcant structures
rncluding the Obscrvatory Builcl irrg. (1935). the Aclministratir.e Building (1935) and a resident:c, Elnrs
Lea (ca lB64). ' I 'he 

Dav' id l)urr lap Park is a desigrrcd landscape that or. 'cr lays a regeneraring
agricul{ural landscape. Thc mixed meaclor+,s, thickets. rvetland, natural r.roodlot and plantatic,lr5 p1o,u;4*
habitat 1o a remarkablc densit l 'and dir..*rsity of f lore und fauna. A sprirrg thal provides solrrce rvaterfbr
the [)orr n,atershcd is aJso losarecl in thc: southeasl corner of the property, Thc landscape surrounding
rhc observ'ator1' buildin5ls is among the last and the iargest undevcloped parcels in southern Richrnon<j
I{ i l l  Bf i ts land use history. location and the proximity to the f)on Rivcr this 7t-hectare propcrty also
possesscs a high archaeological potential - not only for historical remains dating back to the early
settlement of Richmond l{ill btrt also prchistoric occupations that may date back thousands of ycars.

An ariena.y cf the Gov+rr)rnent ni /jntario
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Nlayor Dave Barrorv and
Members of I'orvn Council

The Horrourable Lincoln Ivt. Alexander
Chairman

I"ebruary E,2008

'fhe 
Town has manl' tools at its disposal the Planning Act and Provincial Policy Statement, the

Ontario Heritage Act, and Official Plan Policies.

The frust supports the preservation and proteclion of the David Dunlap Observatory and Park for the
benefit of present and future gencrations of the pcople of Ontario.

The Trust has offered tcchnical support and assistance to the 
'l'own as )'ou proceed with your process. If

you have any lilrther questions or rvish to discuss this matter further please feel free to contact Richard
Moorhouse. the Trust's Executive Director at (416) 314-4901 or Beth l{anna, Dircctor of Heritage
Programs and Operations at (416) 325-501 0.

Copy: 'l 'he 
I-Ionourable Aileen Carroll, Minister of Culture

The Honourable Donrra Cansfield, Minister of Natural Resources
Dr. Dal'id Nay'lor. Prcsident, University of 

'l 'oronto

Dr, Richard Alu'ay, Chair, Historic Site s and Monuments Board of Canada


